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SERMON I. 


5 555 ACTS XXIV, 14. 
But this I confeſs unto thee, that after the way which 
they call hereſy ſo worſhip I the God of my fathers. 


3 FHILE Paul lived after the cuſtom of the world about him, and be- 
1 lieved and taught as they would have him, he was beloved and eſ- 
teemed by the Chief Prieſts and people; but when the Spirit of God con- 
vinced him he was a ſinner, undone, and with . no health in him, and that 
in Chriſt alone he could find ſal vation; and, in conſequence of this change 
in his views, when he began to teach accordingly, he was then no longer 
loved or eſteemed, but was accounted mad and a perverter of the people, 
2 he only taught that which Moſes and all the Prophets taught be- 
fore him. Thus now while a clergyman preaches good works, as the 
way of man's acceptance with God, he is well approved, but when he 
comes to teach what the Articles of our church teach, which we all engage 
to obſerve, then he is ranked as Paul is here as an heretic. 
It is of great moment, therefore, you ſhould know what the church 
' really is. For a church means not a building of wood or ſtone, elſe St. 
Paul would never have faid, ſalute the church that was in a particular houſe 
(Col. 4. 15) for he never would have defired them to falute a, building ; 
nor could ſuch a building have been contained in a dwelling-houſe. 
A church then is a number of people profeſſing the principles of Chriſt 
Some churches differ from others in outward diſcipline ; ſome in points of 
doctrine. Now what the church of England is may be known by the 
The firſt great truth it teaches is, that we have left undone what we 
_ ought to have done, &c. and have no health in us.” And if you will read 
the ninth Article you will find how we come to this fad condition, by 
the fall of our firſt to, whereby man is far gone from original righ- 
teouſneſs in which he was created, and is in his DG me loc to 
evil;“ and that this is the fault and corruption of every man. 
Thus the Bible teaches us that Adam begat a fon in his own likeneſs 
(not in God's likeneſs, in which he himſelf was created) and that hence 
all being corrupt, death hath on all, not only a death of the body, 
but a death of the ſoul; adeprivation of all life and all love to God; hence 
| baptiſm and circumciſion were appointed, both to teach the ſame thing, 
the one, by the ſpilling of blood, teaching that our lives were forfeited, 
and that by the blood of Chriſt ſpilt for us we can only be ſaved, The 
other, viz. baptiſm, that were ſuch as never have actually committed fins, 
+ have need to be waſhed by the blood of Chriſt, and renewed by the 
Woly Ghoſt, which are ſignified by the baptiſm of infants, 3 
This then muſt he known and felt, as our church teaches, before ever 
we can be truly Chriſtians; we muſt feel in our hearts what we have faid 
winh our lips, that we have no health in us.” Have you ever felt this? 
| AZ | 


[4] 2 

Have you ever thought of thoſe ſolemn words you have ſo often repeated 

at church? Have you ever conſidered” the confequence of ſuch a condition NY 
lived and died in? Alas! how many frequent our churches who think the Ne 
_ been very good people, and have had very good hearts all their life 
Ong. TA 

Conüder this; and conſider your life ** and your heart; the unclean- 

neſs you have indulged in thought and defire, if not in practice; the laſci- 
viouſneſs, the envy you have felt towards your neighbour ; the covetouſneſs 7 
after this world's good, and the careleſſneſs after God's favour, and you ©: 
will ſoon find that our church and the Bible are right which tell you you © 
are a poor helpleſs finner. 3 Ny -.--M 
Now let me afk you, is a clergyman right who (having juſt before con- 
feſſed that he and you are miſerable finners) in a few minutes after gets into 
the pulpit and contradicts all that you have ſaid, and tells you that you are 
very ſafe, and ſatisfies you that you have a good heart, and a very good 
perſon? And that only a few who are guilty of outward fins are in any 
danger of God's wrath? Sd end Feat 
On the other hand, is a clergyman to be accounted a Methodiſt who 
teaches what he has ſolemnly engaged, that the heart of man is deſpe- 
rately wicked, and that all have ſinned and come ſhort of what God re- 

; quires of us,” that our very nature is corrupt, and that unleſs we be 
| Changed, and our fins pardoned, we never can fee the kingdom of God?“ 
| Yau ſay, perhaps, you have been brought up to the church, and you will. 
not change your religion. I am ſure I would not with any man to change 

from the principles of the church of England; I think them the pureſt that 

can be, but are you not in fact averſe to them? And, as Paul was once, 
thinking you do God ſervice when you diſlike all thoſe who love and 
approve chem: Sean's . 


. . \ 


ACTS xxiv, 14. 


But this I confeſs unto thee, that after the way which they 
call hereſy ſo worſhip I the God of my fathers, believing 


py wg. . „ * 


| * all things which are written in the law and the Prophets, 
| N MAN muſt know the fall by Adam before he can know the way of 
| recovery by Chriſt: He muſt feel he is a funner before he will deſire 


a Saviour. 


80 averſe are many who think themſelves very good church le, that though a * | 
ſpends the Sabbath in idle viſits, in ſettling weekly eee in AA 
he ſhall be eſteemed a well-meaning, good fort of man, eſpecially if he ſometimes ap- 
pear at church; but if he is awakened to his ſoul's worth, leaves off his evil courſes, and 


does to hear where the Articles are preached, he ſhall be preſently abuſed end viliied. 


f 151 
Theſe two points well underſtood are a key to the whole Bible. Look 
then on all the miſeries in the world; the cries and groans of the fick and 
dying; all the ſorrows and griefs which afflict the heart of man, and then 
think, this the Bible tells me is the wages of fin, and yet but a little part 
when compared with the torment thoſe ſouls ſhall ſuffer that ſhall lie for 
ever in the bottomleſs pit of fire in infinite mifery. | 

Study well the fall of. man, and all its ſad conſequences in yourſelf and 
in others; ſee how little love for Chriſt there is in the world; how that his 
very name in moſt companies 1s a terror and hated to be heard of; fee how 
much covetouſneſs, luſt, and ill-will govern in men; and look into your 
heart, and then, when you have felt the need; you will ſee the neceſſity of 
ſuch a Saviour as Jeſus Chriſt, Now 1n the eleventh Article our church 
teaches us that we are accounted righteous only for the merit of our Lork 
Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, and not for our merits or deſervings ; that no good- 
works of ours can poſſibly ſuffice to anſwer what we owe either for paſt or 


1 to come; for the paſt you know, if I owe a ſom of money to any one, 


though I run no more in debt, it will not pay what [ owe already. So my 
being ſorry for having ſinned, and doing ſo no more (though right in their 
place) yet will not make amends for what is paſt. Hence I need the 
payment which Chriſt made on the croſs for ſin, by his death; and to make 


me accepted, I need his perfect righteouſneſs or obedience to God's holy 


law to be accounted to me; that as © by the difobedience of one many 
became ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one many ſhould be made 1ighte- 


ous.” Thus Iſaiah ſays, our beſt righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags, 


Nov if the beſt works of ſo holy a man as Ifaiah were but as filthy rags, 


what muſt the evil works, the finful defires of ſuch an one as you or I be? 
80 Job ſays, 1 abhor myſelf and repent. So Paul ſays, Not havin 


mine own righteouſneſs (to depend on) which is of the law, but that which 
Is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith; 
That I may know him, and the power of his reſurrection, and the fel- 


low ſnip of his ſufferings, being made conformable unto his death.” 


(Phil. 3, 9, 10) - x 
Thus when a man hath really experienced what our Catechiſm calls the 
inward and ſpiritual grace, of which water is the outward fign in baptiſm, 


2 a death unto fin, and a new birth unto righteouſneſs, through faith in 
u 


Jeſus Chriſt, then he can come and truly ſay, what often many ſay falſely, 
at the Sacrament, ** that they come not truſting in their own righteouſneſs; 
and as they found peace by Chriſt at firſt, ſo they feed by faith on his body 


and blood, ſhed and broken for them, and offered in the Sacrameat to 


them.“ And thus the Sacrament teaches that our ſpiritual life is to be 


_ ſapported by Chrift as it was begun by him. Now by doing this aright 


we confeſs we owe all our hope to that ſacrifice once made on the croſs, 


and that by this our ſouls are nouriſhed as our bodies are by the bread 
wine. 8388 


 _ ® Therite of confirmation (which comes between baptiſm and the receiving of the. 
_ Sacrament) if uſed according to its original intention, would be of much benefitz 


namely, i children were inſtrufted every Sunday after ſervice by the miniſter, and 
when they gave good reaſon to hope they had felt in their hearts, and practiſed in their 
lives, the phage cn of our Catechiſm, &c. then to be publicly confirmed in them. As 
It is, what are children confirmed in general in but ignorance ? Careleſſneſs about their 


fouls, and profancneſs ? Many parents act as if the Biſhop laying on his hands had a-ſort 


of magic influence ; and if their children can but procure the ticket from the clergyman 
of the pariſh, all is, they think, well. 


[6] 
- Search now and examine your heart. Have you ever ſeen its depravity ? 
Its unbelief? Your need of a Saviour? And have you ſeen enough in 
Jeſus Chriſt to ſave you to the uttermoſt from the guilt and power of fin? 
hen you have come to the Sacrament have you come truſting only on 
Him? Renouncing all your good works as means to procure you God's 
{ _ favour? Or are you not truſting perhaps even to a flight preparation of 
1 a week before? ew 6 Bt £ | 
1 Oh think, ſoul! whoever you are, how ſhort your life here muſe 
* be, how very ſhort it may be, perhaps not another year, or week, or perhaps 
not one more day, and then what is thy condition for ever? Are you not 
ing in the love of the world, in open fin, or in heart fin? Are you not 4: 
ſeeking Gad's favour by ſome other way than by Chriſt alone? Be ſure Ee 
| then your condition is deplorable; for as he who believeth in the Son of 
God, reſteth wholly on him, hath eternal life, ſo he who ſeeks to eſtabliſh 
any other way of obtaining God's favour, ©* the wrath of God abideth on 19 
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ham for ever.” (Jobs 3, 36) 18 
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SERMON III. 


bd  HEBREWS Xl, 7. 3 
By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not ſeen as 
| yet, moved with fear, F. e, an ark io the ſaving of 

furs houſe; by the which he condemned the world, and be- 
came heir of the righteouſneſs which is by faith, . 


MONG other hiftories which God has recorded for our inſtruction in 
his word, is the ſtory of Noah. He lived at a time when (as in our 
days) few cared for their ſouls, but made a jeſt of all who die. 
All fleſh had corrupted © his way upon the earth, (Ger. 6, 12) which 
Probably means the way of ſalvation by Jeſus Chrift, God's only way of 
ving ſinners; and they had, in conſequence, fallen into all manner of 
outward careleſs living and profaneneſs. EO We 
At this time God tells Noah (who feared and loved God) that he would 
deſtroy the world by a flood ; and bids him to provide an ark wherein to 
fave himſelf and his houſe; thus Noah was warned of God.  / 
Now this was a type or pattern of God's dealing with us in theſe days. 
We ſee the wickedneſs of men is very great; the Sabbath is made a day 
of pleaſure and idleneſs ; God's word is neglected, and above all, Jeſus 
| Chriſt is deſpiſed, and all who love him, ſa that men will not bear to hear 
his bleſſed name mentioned in any company, but they call it enthuſiaſm 
and melancholy. Now God tells us in his word, that he will bring a flood 
of fire on the world, and that all who live and die in their fins, unrepented 


2 ſhall be ſwallowed up everlaſlingly, and ſuffer the vengeance of crernal 


GE 
The world that heard God's meſſage to Noah, we have reaſon to think, 
laughed at it and ſcorned it. What (might they probably ſay) would 
God make ſo many millions to drown them only becauſe they are not fo 
preciſe as this enthuſiaſt Noah is? And curſe us only for indulging in a 
a few innocent pleaſures? And for not believing juſt as he does? What! 
are all our learned prieſts and wiſe men wrong, and Noah only right? It 
cannot be ſo, God is too merciful to do thus, let him mind his own buſineſs 
and not meddle with us. Tr. 5 | 
Even thus we ſee it is now; all are eager to buy, to ſell, to eat and to 

drink, to marry and to be given in marriage, that is, theſe things take up 
ſo much of men's thoughts, that they think nothing of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
of their own ſouls; and thus, by their actions, prove that they do not 
believe what God tells them of the worth of Chriſt and of their ſouls, or 
_ elſe they would not be ſo careleſs about them as they are. 
Now how is this with you? Are you not guilty of neglecting Jeſus 
Chriſt? Are you pleaſed to hear of him? Or vexed or angry? Do yon 
not love to ſpend his Sabbath in idle pleaſures inſtead of hearing his word 
and calling on him? Be aſſured if you loved Chriſt you would think of 
| him in your heart, and what a man loves to think of he is glad to talk 
Well, what did Noah? He believed what God told him; was fully per- 
ſuaded that God was no liar, but that he would do what he ſaid he would. 
Now this perſuaſion, that what God ſaid was true, brought him through 
all his difficulties, and many he had no doubt. To build ſuch a huge ar 

he muſt have been at a great expence, though his eſtate was very 
when he began, yet before he had done it muſt be nearly gone, if not al 


together. His unbelief like enough often ſuggeſted, what if all your fears 


are but fancy? Is it likely all your good and moral neighbours muſt periſh 


for ever? And only this way of yours be right? Poſſibly his wife, his 


children, and friends, often diſſuaded him from going ſo far; that 
ſhould all be ruined and laughed at, and all his ungodly neighbours, when 
for one hundred and twenty years they ſaw and heard of his undertaking, 
had many a grave ſneer and jeſt at the work and the workman. Yet you 
ſee what carried him through all, he was perſuaded what God ſaid muſt be 
true. Now unleſs you and J have this perſuaſion, the difficulties, the ſneers, 
the trials we ſhall meet with, will ſurely keep us from Jeſus Chriſt, and a 
r religion. Noah had often to ſtop 
is ears to enemies and friends, to wife and children, and liſten only 
to God. Yea he had to ſtop his ears againſt his own fooliſh reaſonings, 
. + '» to reaſon, where ſhall all this wore po Can all 
our phi s be wrong? Surely God is more merciful ? He never gone 
on; cg e bene God, tes ſet him on his work, and kept V4 to 
it ; and thus faith in God's word is the only ſource of good works, and will 
only keep us to them, as you may ſee in the eleventh and thirteenth Ar- 
ticles of our church, 1 
Remember then, if you will come to Chriſt, you muſt not heed what any 
can ſay againſt him, nor what your own heart ſays, if all the friends in the 
world hate you for it. Go to him, and live godly for his fake; it will 
| ſoon be over. Noah had one hundred and twenty years to be laughed at; 
but in one, or two, or ten, or twenty, or a little more, you and yours, thoſe 
that hate and thoſe that love you, will be either in heaven or hell for ever ; 
with Chriſt in bliſs, or with the curſed ſpirits in flames! Oh! think on 
this, poor ſoul! think well where you are going conſider your life paſt— 


* —— — * — — * — r * - * * 
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. compare if with God's word remember your time is ſhort — flee from the 
'wrath to come to the ſure ark of ſafety Jjeſus Chriſt; and then when the 
waves of fire cover the world, you ſhall be in ſafety, as Noah was in the 
ark when the water drowned all who where out of it. 


1 32 according to the ſaying of the Man of God ; and 
* tis fleſh, came again like unto the fleſh of a little child, 


— = ——ů ic * 
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SERMON IV. 


2 KINGS v, 14. 
Then went he down, and dipped himfelf ſeven times in 


and he was clean. 


| AA LL the Bible has ſome view to Jeſus Chriſt; hardly the name of a 
tiver, city, or perſon, in the Old Teſtament, but alludes to him; 


hardly a hiſtory but had ſome reference to him, or to his work, on a 


Anner's heart. F 5 1 
We read in this chapter, of Naaman, that he was pew captain, and had 
all this world could give him, but that he was afflit 


with a loathſome dif- 

eaſe, he was aleper. This may teach us that all in this life have ſome ſorrow 

either of mind, or in their outward circumftances; if you are poor then 

Adio not envy the rich; you know not what they have to balance their riches, 

1A ſure of jeſus Chriſt, and you are as rich a man as the world 
m it. | | : | 

But this teaches us eſpecially the evil of fin; if all the king's favours, 


and all the victories he had won, left Nazman in ſuch a fad caſe that after 


all that could be ſaid of him, this ruined all but he was a leper.” 
Then think “what will it profit a man if he gain the whole world and 
loſe his own ſoul? What profit is it if I enjoy health, and ſtrength, and 
riches, and the favour of men, and all that my heart can wiſh, if it can be 


aid of me, but he is an unpardoned ſinner, he is without Chriſt, without 

God. Alas! then, after a few Summers and Winters are over, I muſt 
leave all for ever, and go to the cold grave; and then, what then? Why 
then the ſame infallible truth which ſays, it is appointed for men once to 


we; ſays likewiſe, that after death is the judgment, and then I am doomed 


and ſentenced, «* Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire, p for the devil 


and his angels.” Is this my caſe? Am I living in fin? Deſpiſing holineſs ? 
And neglecting Chriſt? Oh! let me think I am not yet in everlaſting 
burning. I may be as a brand plucked out of the fire. Well, what means 
did God uſe to fave this great Syrian? Did he ſend ſome great, and rich, 


and learned man to be the inftrument of his ſalvation? No, he fo ordered 


it that the Syrians, when they came ints the land of Iſrael, took captive a 
little maid; little, perhaps, in the world's eye, as to her rank and ftation, 


And perhaps in years. Let this encourage you parents who know Chriſt | 


truth of God's wo 
to it? What ſays the world to it? All enthufiaſm! Yet we have ſeen 


were wiſer than their maſter: Teaching us to Nu. for ſuch as * 
hus 


[9] 
yourſelves to inſtruct your children diligently as to what Chriſt did, and 
who he is; God over all, and yet a poor deſpiſed man; you know not 


what God may do by the poorett child you have. 
Well ſhe tells, after her ability, whefe He may be cured, and attention 


s paid to her advice. It is a happy thing to have godly ſervants, and for 


a maſter to be humble enough to liſtea to their councils. 

Naaman, after ſome time, comes to Eliſha, but he was full of ſelf-im- 
portance though a poor leper; he expected the Prophet to come out to 
him, and probably by ſome magic words to have done the cure. Thus 
when a ſinner comes to Chriſt, he is full of lis own method of cure; he 
hopes to bring ſomewhat of his own good _ with him; that he has 
not been ſo bad as ſome have been, and though ſenſible of the pain of fin, 
yet often he will go away, as Naaman did, for a ſeaſon. 'The Prophet, 


'* inſtead of doing as he expected, bids him go waſh in Jordan feven times. 
This mortified his pride: Are not (faid he) the waters of Abana and 


Pharpar better than all the waters of Iſrael? May! not waſh in them, and 


de clean? So he turned, and went away in a rage. Thus when a man 
ho all his life has been full of the fond conceit that by his awn good 
works, or holineſs, God's favour is to be procured) hears the hambling 
words of the Bible, ©* that except a man be born again he cannot ſee (form 


any conception of or ever enjoy) the kingdom of heaven;” preſently he 


zs offended, and turns away. What ſays his heart? Are all alike? All to 
be changed or never ſaved? All to be ſaved too by the atonement and 
_ righteouſneſs of another, and not by their own? Naamau is a true picture 


ſach a one. Hence the Goſpel is hated and defpiſed, and all who 


= profeſs it; for as it was in the beginning ſo it is now; < he that was 


rn after the fleſh perſecuteth him that was born after the ſpirit.” Now, 
conſider, have not fx and I felt this anger in our hearts againſt this 
, ſalvation by Chriſt alone? What ſays our reaſon 


what the Scripture ſays, and what our church ſays. Well Naaman's ſervants 


themſelves and hate us. Who knows what God may do for them ? 
when you ſee any one who hates theſe truths of God, do not hate them, 


| but pray for them. Naaman at length ſubmits, waſhes ſeven times in 


, and the bleſſed effects were, his fleſh came again as the fleſh of a 


little child, and he was whole. Thus when a finner is brought to ſubmit 


ꝛ0 God's method of faving ſinners by Chrift alone, theſe bleſſed effects 
furely follow; he will be a new creature, he will have a new object of 


affection, a crucified and once deſpiſed Saviour: He will lovg to pray to 


him, and to praiſe him, and to ſpeak of him, and to live for him. Do 
you know any thing of this? Are you thus a new creature? Naaman 


came back to the Prophet with love, whom he left in rage. So when we 


love Chriſt we ſhall love thoſe whom we once hated, becauſe they had 
too much religion for us before. He worſhipped God when he came 
home, acknowledged the true and only Saviour. Now do you do this? 
Have you prayers in your family? Do you confeſs and own Chritt in your 


life and conduct? Are you honeſt in your dealings? Sober and chaſte in 
your converſation? Are you as one ſeparated from the world for Jeſus 


Chriſt? Then you are a happy ſoul! May he who ſaved Naaman go on 
with his work in you more and more to his own great praiſe, and your 


B 


you and me to profit by what is here written for our inſtruction. 


with Chriſt, than all riches and greatneſs without him. 


and all that were 
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SERMON V. 


LUKE 16, 31. 


And he ſaid unto him, If they hear not Moſes and the Pro- . | 
HPhets, neither will they be perſuaded though one roſe from 


the dead. © 


E have in this le an account of a rich man, his life on earth, 
his death, and what followed after. May the Holy Spirit give 


Our Lord tells us, in the firſt place, that he was clothed with purple 
and fine linen, and fared ſumptuouſly every day. In proportion as men 
are careleſs about their ſouls, and what ſhall become of them when they 
die, in that degree commonly they are anxious to have as much pleaſure 
here as they can. Were the rich to know the value of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


the worth of their neglected ſouls, they would be more concerned about 


them than they are. The cares of moſt are like this unhappy man's; to 


contrive what they ſhall eat, and what they ſhall drink, and wherewithal 


they ſhall be clothed; as for any thing more they eſteem it enthuſiaſm. 


We may ſee how little men called Chriſtians truly believe the Bible; elſe 
they would not be ſo greedy for riches and honours for themſelves and 
their children as they are if they believed what the Scripture ſays of 


the danger of rickes: Who, that was eſcaping for his life from the jaws 
of a fierce lion, would wiſh to be loaded with great weights in his race? 
Oh! ſeek Chriſt, who will be riches and joy to you and yours when you 
are ſhut up in your coffin and carried to your grave. Yet moſt envy ſuch 
an one as Dives, looking but at his outward fare; clothed ſplendidly, living 
ſumptuouſly. Are not moſt Paus ing after ſuch a condition? 
On the other hand, our - 1 tells us of a poor beggar, who was 
laid at his gate, full of ſores. He was laid, probably he could not walk 
himſelf there, and the crumbs which fell from the table of the rich man, 
and which his dogs eat, would have contented him. | 
How many in our land take more care for, and ſpend more money in 


feeding their dogs or their horſes, than they do in comforting their fellow- 
creatures; and what if poſſible is worſe 


0 » how many labouring men ſpend 
in drunkenneſs what their wives and children want for food and cloathing. 

Well, this poor man had Jeſus Chriſt in his heart, and his caſe was ſoon 
ed, and all was well with him. Better have all ſorrow of this world 
It is like enough this rich man had many a merry jeſt upon religion, 
ls enough to care for their ſouls (for = * parks 8 
ment, he acknowledges his unbelief of what the Bible told him) curſed them, 


wana © as a parcel of Methodiſts and hypocrites ; and, not unlikely, he 
this poor beggar was one of this ſort, and, therefore, neglected him; 


E 
for this is the way of many rich, Oh if you are ſo very religious, you may 
ſeek elſewhere than from me, I like not ſuch canting hypocnites. 
The poor beggar dies, partly from fickneſs, partly from want: But 
what a change follows; God's angels carry his ſoul to heaven directly. 

You that are poor ſeek and get Jeſus Chriſt, and you will be richer than 
the greateſt king that ever lived. Chriſt will be with you in all your 
ſorrows here ; and his angels will wait about your poor bed to bear you 
preſently to him whom you have loved when you die. 885 


pe ſee riches will not fave from death : The rich man alſo died. Pro- 


bably he had all the help medicine could give, and all the ſeeming love 
his friends could fhew, but he alſo died.” The richeſt man on earth 


* moſt die, do what he will, as well as the pooreſt; riches will not bribe 
death; and, oh! itill leſs will they fave from the ſecond death of foul and 


body for ever. He was buried; poſſibly with great pomp and grandeur ; 
but what read we next of him? And in hell, being in torment, he lifted 
up his eyes,” What did all profit him now his ſoul was loft ? What will 


all your laſts, your beloved fins profit your poor ſoul if you go where he 
went? Oh, confider! OS B15 | 5 | | 


He lifted up his eyes, and what he ſaw muſt increaſe his miſery : He 
ſaw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his boſom ; he ſaw what he had 
loſt for ever; loſt, becauſe he deſpiſed and ſighted it. Thus the Scriptures 
tell us, that unbelievers ſhall be tormented day and night, for ever and 


= ever. in the preſence of God and of his angels. The fight of what they 
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once deſpiſed ſhall fill their ſouls with double anguiſh; and as the Apocry- 
5 writing ſays, When they ſee it they ſhall be troubled with terrible 


fear, and ſhall be amazed at the ſtrangeneſs of his falvation, ſo far beyond 
all that they looked for. And they, repenting and groaning for anguiſh 


of ſpirit, ſhall ſay within themſelves, This was he whom we had ſometimes 


in deriſion, and a proverb of reproach. We fools accounted his life 


madneſs; and his end to be without honour. How is he numbered among 
the children of God, and his lot is among the ſaints. Therefore have we 
erred from the way of truth, and the light of righteouſneſs hath not ſnined 
unto us, and the ſun of righteouſneſs roſe not upen us. - We wearied our- 
ſelves in the way of wickedneſs and deſtruction, yea, we have gone through 


_ deſerts where there lay no way; but as for the way of the Lord we have 


not known it. What hath pride profited us? Or what good hath riches, 
with our vaunting, brought us? All thoſe things are paſſed away like a 
ſhadow, and as a poſt that haſteth by.” 3 11 5, 1, Se.) I, 

The truths of God's word have raiſed many a merry laugh here on 
earth, but in hell they raiſe a bitter cry. He aſks but for one drop to cool 
but the extreme part of his tongue. You who never pray, ſee how you 
will one day cry. Think how extreme his anguiſh muſt be who could 
ſo earneſtly afk that very perſon he once deſpiſed, but for one drop for 
one little part of his body! Oh! if a moment's eaſe for but ſo ſmall a 
part could be ſo longed for, what an infinite degree of torment muſt his 
whole ſoul and body together ſuſtain? If a night or two ſpent without 
ſleep, in painful tofling to and fro, without reſt and eaſe, be hard to be 
borne, what muſt that miſery be which is without one moment's eaſe for 
any one part of body or ſoul for ever and ever? One would think the 
bare poſſibility were enough to make the moſt careleſs concerned, much 
more the certainty. 3 | | 
Read Abraham's anſwer, he had, what he thought the chief good of man 
in this life, all he wiſhed for; for he cared nothing for his ſoul, and laughed 
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[12] 
at godlineſs, and ſo a great gulph was for ever fixed. No coming from 
the bottomleſs pit when once thou art there; no releaſe. 58 
Well, be thinks then of his brethren; not out of love for them, for 
there is no love for God or man there; but knowing that thoſe he had 
ſeduced by his example, and encouraged in unbelief, when they came t 
him his torment would be increaſed. Wy 
Leet us think of this, ſuch as have ſeduced others to unclean luſts, or 


to drunkenneſs, or have encouraged them by our example, and lighted 


godlineſs, and ſcorned ſuch as profeſs it. Oh! let us conſider, while 


| there is a door of mercy even for the vileſt of us in Jeſus Chriſt, before 
we come to this place of torment, and meet with a freſh tormentor in 


every one whom we have been an occaſion of ruin to. 3H 
| Obſerve, he does not wiſh to be ſent himſelf. Why ? Perhaps becauſe 


be was conſcious he was a ſtranger to Chriſt, and though he felt the miſery, 


he knew not the remedy. Perhaps becauſe the fight of his own agonies 


might have driven his brethren diſtracted rather than have ſerved to have 
brought them to Chriſt. 2 | 


M-:norable is the final anſwer he receives, ce Tf they hear not Moſes and 


| the Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded though one roſe from the * 
n= 3 85 


» The firſt thing that ſtrikes us in this is, that the Scriptures are the only 
means to effect that change in the heart of a ſinner without which it is 


impoſhble for him to be ſaved. What do thoſe Scriptures teach you and bo 
me on the whole? They teach that there is a future ſtate of bliſs or woe, 


Dives laughed at this; perhaps you do. He had not believed 


It _ | 
it, elſe why aſk one to be ſent to certify to his brethren that it was a fact? 


Now where this is really believed, a man cannot be unconcerned about 


it; his heart muſt and will ſay, What ſhall I do? 3 


They teach next, that we are, by the fall of Adam, all polluted and 
guilty, and condemned by the juſt and holy God, who cannot do amiſs; 
<< that we havg erred and ſtrayed from God's ways like loft ſheep,” and 


have no health in vs. This we can but own to be true, and that, 


in conſequence, we can no more do any work that is pleaſing to God tg 
fave ourſelves by, or to procure his favour, than a dead corple can do the 
works of a living man. That God, in mercy, hath ſent his Son, who by 
bis death has ſatisfied God's juſtice; and, by his perfect obedience ta 
God's law, has fulſilled all rightgouſneſs for us; and, in conſequence, who- 
ſoever believeth on him ſhall never periſh, but have everlaſting life. That 
where this 1s believed in the heart a change will take place in the whole 
heart and life, and, from being ſervants off fn unto death, we ſhall become 


ſervants to God, having fruit unto holineſs and the end everlaſting life 


(Rom. 6, 22) of . 

Theſe are the truths the Bible and our church teach; and to confirm 
and illuſtrate them the whole Scriptures were written. Hence we may 
aſtert, that it is not believing ſuch and ſuch miracles were done that makes 


a man a Chriltan, bet it is the embracing thoſe truths which miracles 


were wrought to awaken men to the conſideration of. For all theſe things. 


are true, though no miracle had been wrought to confirm them to us; as 


it is true you and I mutt die, it is true you and I are finners; and that 
Chriit alone can ſave, Nay more, they would have been true though 
never revealed. But God in mercy revealed them, and in mercy has 
confirmed this revelation in ſuch a manner as that nothing but malice or 
madneſs could refiſt or gainſay; but fill we hold to this that theſe 
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traths are their own evidence; Is not my word like as a fire? faith the 
Lord, and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?“ And that 
miracles were only wrought to awaken men to conſider theſe truths, to 

uard us againſt pretended revelations, and to confirm our weak faith. 
Paul was not converted from a hatred of Chriſt to a love for him by the 


” onward miracle, elſe his companions had been converted too. It was 


the voice which ſaid. I am Jeſus,” which they heard not (Ad, 24, 14) 
My ſheep, ſays Chriſt, hear my voice. F © 
We may next venture to affert, that the miracles by which God has 
borne witneſs to his truth are as much as in our fituation we can have. 
It is true you and I never ſaw the dead raiſed, the ſick healed ; but you 


may az well doubt there is ſuch a place as London, becauſe you have never 


ſeen it; or that there ever was ſuch a place as Babylon. But ſuppoſe we 
had ſeen theſe works done; would not our luſts have prompted us to 


aſcribe them to the devil or magic, as they were aſcribed by ſome to? 


Might not they have been aſcribed to natural cauſes; or might not we 


> have been perſuaded that our ſenſes were deceived? 


But we may venture to aſſert even more, that miracles, equal to any 


recorded, are now before our eyes. The predictions concerning Egypt. 


Babylon, Jeruſalem, ſo wonderfully fulfilled ; and the cafe of the Jews 
this day, are efforts of Divine Power, conſidered in all their circumſtances, 

greater than any exertion of it upon inanimate matter could be. And we 
may ſee with our eyes the higheſt miracle of all, the change of a finner's 
heart from a love of fin to a love of Chriſt and of holineſs, which once he 


{ hated. And we can fee this ſneered and laughed at. If then the end for 
which all miracles were wrought is ſcorned, no wonder if the means to 


effect this are ſcorned likewiſe. 


We may aſſert, that no evidence that could be aſked, but either has been 


iven, or is now before our eyes, to witneſs chat the Bibleis God's word, = 


full that a man muſt bid farewell to all common-ſenſe who means ta 
reſiſl it, and aſſert roundly, as one once did, that . all fat is delufion, and 


that fire itſelf does not burn. So did one of the ableſt and moſt inveterate 


enemies revelation ever had, preſſed, as it may ſeem, with the load of its 
evidence, yet hating it, he fled to ſuch a mad aſſertion as this. . 
Poſſibly Dives once might be of this opinion, but he felt that fire did 


burn when he cried, I am tormented in this flame.” 


We may aſk, what evidence would you have which God has not give? 
Would you have one to riſe from the dead ? Suppoſe this was granted, and, 
in the filent hours of the night, ſome one you have known were to come 
from the doleful regions of hell, in flames of fire, and tell you, in bitter 


cries, hell is no jeſt, fin is no jeſt, holineſs is no jelt, Chriſt is no jeſt, poſ- 
ſibly the ſight might deſtroy you. If it did not, it may be you would be 


much affected for a few days, or a few weeks; and your gay friends would 


probably perſuade you it was all a delufion ; for, they might ſay, who of 
us ever ſaw or heard of ſuch a thing? Thus the cares, the buſineſs, and 


Pleaſures you have lived in, would, in all likelihood, wear away all 
thoughts of it, and in a year or two you would look back upon it as yo 
would do on a dream. Have not many convictions worn off thus that 
were once heavy on your conſcience? Have not the deaths of your friends 
* you with good reſolutions for a while, and then, by degrees, left 
you? | 

But ſuppoſe it had the effect Dives wiſhed, that, alarmed and awakened, 
it cauſed you to break off from all your ſinful courſes and companions, 


11 


and drave you to prayer, reading God's word, and inquiring of ſach as 

on ſaw {erious in theſe concerns, ſo as in the end to bring you truly to 
Jeſus Chriſt. and a true converſion through him? I aſk you next, what 
| effeRt do you think it would have on others? You tell them ſolemnly what 


you had ſeen; now this lead you to real your Bible, and the neceſſity you 
1 v of altering your if, c. Would they credit you? What better claim 
an tneir credit have you: than they have who have recorded the miracles 
of Curiſt? Would they nut ratier laugh at and deſpiſe you as mad? Would 


_ they not ay, let us (ee ove from the dead, as you have ſeen, and we will 


here too? S. ppoſe this was to be grante ] to one, and if to one, why 
not to all? It would then be a miracle no more. It would be as common 


as the ſight of the ſun. and affect men as little. I myſelf have known 


ſeveral perſons, men of no ſeriouſneis bur who lived openly careleſs and 


ungodly lives; yet men too of credibiluy, and of courage, who have 
ſolemnly told me, uit they h-d tern che appearances of their friends at 


the time of their di lation I do not aft rt they did fee them, but they 
were rerfuaded the did; J mention it to prove that ſuch impreſſions had 


no £190 ff ct. they lived as if th re were no Bible, as if God were a Har, 


S 


and .is if tacte were no hell nor heaven after death. Feet ; 
Another great objectien ſome make is, that prieſts ſupport the Bible, 
Deeauſe the Bible ſupports them. I grant the general hiſtory of the Jewiſh 


church proves that many of the clergy then acted, as too many of the 
clergy do now only becauſe of temporal advantage: But I deny that they 
who preached Jeſus Chriſt then, as well as they who now preach him, 


acted from ſuch motives. Did Moſes gain any temporal good? Did he 
not give up all the riches of Egypt; and eſteem the reproach of Chrift 
better than ali? Did the Prophets who preached Chriſt, who wandered 
about in ſheep-ſkins and goat-ſkins, afflicted, deſtitute, tormented; did 
they ſhew much prieſteraft? Did Jeſus, when on earth? Did his diſciples 
after his death? And at this day, does a clergyman who is earneſt for the 


fouls of ſinners, lives and preaches Jeſas Chriſt, and aſſerts the truths of 
God's word and our church, does he ſhew much priefteraft, when he 


knows that he ſhall probably be hunted from curacy tocuracy until he be 


driven, if poſſible, out of the church? Yet there are, at this day, bleſſed 


be God, above three hundred clergymen of this character; ſome of them of 
the firſt abilities, giving up all for Jeſus Chriſt, and content to be accounted 


Methodiſts and mad. One, not longer than the laſt year, was diſcovered, 
of this character, who, with four children, had been ſuſtained only on 


barley bread and water for ſome time: Is there any trace of prieſteraft 


here? - 
The laſt objection I ſhall touch on is the ſeeming contradictions in the 


Bible. Some to philoſophy ſo called; ſome to reaſon and fact. 


In the beginning of this century many made themſelves very merry 


when they read that Joſhua bid the ſun to ſtand ſtill; when we find by 
philoſophy the ſun moves not about the earth, but the earth about the ſun. 


Many a good joke paſſed on poor Moſes as a bad philoſopher, and, if ſo, 


a bad divine. But, on ſearching the Hebrew, it was found that the word 


| Moſes uſes for the orb of the ſun in Geneſis (chap. 1, 16) is a very dif- 


ferent one from what Joſhua uſes, which ſignifies the light that continu- 
ally flows from the orb. Thus this mirth was ſpoiled. 


Another ſeeming inconſiſtency to reaſon was where we read of men 


building a tower to reach to heaven (Gen. 11, 4) Now they ſaid, this is 


wholly impoiſible that men in their ſenſes could think of building ſuch a 
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tower, in a plain too as Babel was, for how could it anſwer the purpoſe ef 
ſaving from the force of ſuch a deluge as overtopped by far the higheſt 
mountains. Here again the text, when looked to, only aflerted, that 
men built a tower to the heavens, i. e. on whoſe top an altar might be 
bailt for the worſhip of the heavens. _ - 

I might mentioff many, for J have ſeen nearly three hundred objections 
and ſeeming contradictions, which, when known, have proved the greateſt 
harmony inſtead of confuſion. My way now is this: As I know the 
Bible was once a book 1 was wholly blind and averſe to from beginning 
to end, and as, I truſt, the Lord has given me to know ſomewhat of its 
worth and truth. though I know it but very little; ſo when any ſeemin 
difficulty 1s ſtarted, either by Satan, or has children, or my own Adelia“ 


LI ever come to this, God is wiſe, I am a fool; what ] know not teach 


Thou me: And, if it be good for me, I am ſure I ſhall know it in God's 
good time. If he ſees good for me to be kept in ignorance of it, I know 
this is good too: It teaches me to be humble and truſt him; and, as St. 
Auguſtine ſays, for what I know to be thankful ; and to adore for what L 
find too deep for my nothingneſs to comprehen cg. 

I know not whether you poor people will underſtand what I have here 
written: I hope you will, as I truſt I have done it becauſe I love your 
ſouls, and would not wiſh you (poor as you are here, and ſubject to many 
ſorrows) to loſe your only hope now in Chriſt, and to loſe your ſoul for 


ever after you die. 3 
You who have had the misfortune to imbibe theſe ſad principles, con- 


ider what good you can ever expect in this life from them. All that yo 
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can hope for is that you may indulge your luſts without remorſe. Sup- 


Poſe chis is attained ; will this be any advantage to yov? Have your fins 
or mine improved our health, or our peace of mind? Have they not done 
quite the contrary to us? IF we could have indulged them ten times more 
it had been ſo much the worſe for us now. Will theſe principles bring 
any benefit to you from others? Are men ſo honeſt in their dealings as to 
need any reſtraint on their diſhoneſt deſires to be taken off? Are men ſo 
chaſte, ſo temperate that they need to have ſome hindrances removed? 
Would you be glad to have your property ſtolen? Your children and your 
wives proſtitutes? Your juſt dues withheld from you? And your life ex- 
poſed to malice and revenge?—lf you would, you take the ſureſt means 
by endeavouring to blot out of your own mind, and out of the minds of 


| others, the certainty of a future exiſtence, and of a juſt and holy God. 


If you wiſh to be more miſerable yourſelf here than you are: If you wiſh 
to rob the poor, the fick, the afflicted of their only refuge amid their 
miſeries; and if you wiſh to ruſh on the vengeance of an affronted God, 
you take the ſureſt method by encouraging theſe deteſted principles. 

Oh! you poor, give not up your higneſt, your only privilege of being 
rich in faith, rich in Chriſt, whom the great and wiſe deſpiſe. . If he nave 
not their families to dwell in, nor his name ſuffered to be mentioned there 
in prayer and praiſes, oh! let him have yours. Ile was poor like you, 
deſpiſed like you; let this move you. | | 

Learn that the faith which will fave you is the gift of God. Dives 
thought that one coming from the dead could produce it in the heart; but 
none except the Holy Ghoſt can. Pray for God to give you his Holy 
Spirit, that you may know the things that belong to your peace before 
they be for ever hid from your eyes, Prize your Bible read i. pra 
tor God's Holy Spirit to teach it to you; for the natural man diſcernet 


[16] 


not the thinks of the Split 72 Cor. 2, 14) How do we fee this Scriphir@#| 
fulfilled before our eyes? For, after all, here is the cauſe of all the cavil- 
ling at the Bible; like a blind man who cavils at one who has ſeen the | 
fan, becauſe he cannot ſee it himſelf. 
Do not murriur againſt the e you live cider; bat be rag f 
ful that the Goſpel is permitted to be hed among us; and prove, 
by a quiet ſubmiſſion to what the Lord 1s pleaſed to ſuffer to come upon 
us, that you value Jeſus Chriſt above all ibgs, The way to provoke 
God to remove this bleſſing is our not being enough thankful for it. 
Avoid evil books and evil company as you: would do poiſon: Make 
8 of God's word, and of ſuch as read and love i, and practiſe it. 
Pray with your families, and by yourſelf: Be honeſt in your dealings, 
and ſober in your conduct: Be humble to your ſuperiors, aka kind to your 1 
equals. Thus you will adorn the doQrine of God your bleſſed Saviour, | 
and many who now deſpiſe you, ſeeing our hight which God has given N 
Tou ſo to ſhine, may be led to enquire der, and, at laſt, to Ln: You 
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© ® If we knew but a thouſandth part of the worth of Jolus Chriſt, we ſhould think | 


bom,» a png anos panned er we be our bread from | 
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